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Groups Plan
Fundraisers
This Month
By Beth homicz

Three grassroots local nonprofit 
groups – two recently formed – de-
voted to rescuing Rockbridge area 
cats and dogs are partnering in vari-
ous ways to accomplish more, and to 
achieve greater outreach, than they 
likely could on their own.

Representatives of Cats Unlim-
ited, Rockbridge Animal Alliance, 
and Gidget’s Promise K9 Rescue 
gathered this spring at Herman’s 
Produce to promote their low-cost 
spay/neuter programs, recruit poten-
tial foster homes and get homeless 
animals adopted. Volunteers with 
all three groups chatted up visitors, 
raffled off prizes and introduced sev-
eral cats and dogs available for adop-
tion. At least two of the animals have 
since found permanent homes.

Organizers told The News-Ga-
zette that the groups have arisen to 
fill community needs that had been 
overlooked, particularly to save the 
lives of healthy animals and to pro-
vide accessible, low-cost spay and 
neuter services that keep cash in the 
community – and keep unwanted 
animal populations low. 

“We’re trying to help the ani-
mals before they end up in the shel-
ter. That piece of the puzzle was 
missing,” said Kelly Balthaser with 
RAA, which she cofounded in 2014 
with six other directors experienced 
in animal rescue work. “There is a 
need that’s not being met, and so, 
we’re trying to meet people where 
they are.

“Most people love their pets and 
want to do right by them,” Balthaser 
added, but the cost of spaying and 
neutering can be a challenge for pet 
owners. 

Cats Unlimited for many years 
has offered spay-neuter services 
through Rockbridge area veterinary 
clinics for a small copayment, while 
the organization negotiates provider 
rates and covers the difference using 
its own donated funds. So RAA de-
cided to do likewise, offering low-
cost ($30) spay/neuter for dogs, 
especially larger breeds like hounds 
and pit bulls that often have a harder 
time being adopted.

RAA and Cats Unlimited re-
cently were awarded a joint grant 
from Washington and Lee’s Com-
munity Grants program that will fur-
ther support both groups’ low-cost 
spay and neuter services.

Cats Unlimited and Rockbridge 
Animal Alliance also run a monthly 
pet food pantry at the Rockbridge 
Area Relief Association’s food pan-
try on Spotswood Drive in Lexington 
to help families in need provide food 

for their pets. Since the beginning of 
this year, they have distributed more 
than 3,500 pounds of pet food. The 
next pantry date is this coming Mon-
day, July 16, from 10 a.m. to noon.

Also, RAA so far in 2016 has 
provided 16 bales of straw, six dog-
houses, and two feral cat houses 
through an initiative that seeks to im-
prove the quality of lives for animals 
living outdoors.

“We’re realizing that by partner-
ing with other likeminded organiza-
tions, we can accomplish so much 
more,” Balthaser said. 

-   -   -
Gidget’s Promise founder Mi-

chelle Rothenberger said her organi-
zation gets its name from a dog she 
adopted out of a small North Caro-
lina shelter. The 6-month-old pup 
was next on the shelter’s list to be 
euthanized, so Rothenberger took her 
home, planning to foster her until she 
found a permanent home to transfer 
her to. Four years later, Gidget has 
become part of Rothenberger’s fam-
ily and a mascot who represents “the 
promise to help other dogs facing the 
same kind of situation.”

Gidget’s Promise is currently 
seeking a permanent home for Lily, 
a Walker hound mix who is approxi-
mately 7 years old and loves walks 
as much as she enjoys lounging on 
the sofa. Lily, too, was rescued from 
a North Carolina shelter where she 
was the longest-term dog and thus 
next up to be put down, Rothen-

berger said. “She only had hours 
left.”

RAA and Gidget’s Promise have 
scheduled a joint fundraiser garage 
sale on Saturday, July 30, at Creek-
side Market in Fairfield. Table fees 
are $10 and proceeds will support 
RAA and Gidget’s Promise services. 
Refreshments will also be available 
for purchase, and Rothenberg says 
she hopes to have Gidget on hand as 
mascot that day, along with Lily the 
hound if she is still seeking a home 
at that time.

“Collaboration is the key,” said 
Rothenberger of the groups’ joint 
efforts. “Everybody’s got the same 
mission, to open up hearts and 
homes.”

-   -   -
Cats Unlimited is an all-volun-

teer 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the nonlethal control of 
cats in the Rockbridge area through 
adoption and their low-cost ($30) 
spay/neuter program. Since 2005, 
Cats Unlimited has adopted out 442 
cats and spayed or neutered 2,895 
cats. The group is holding its annual 
Catapalooza yard sale this Friday 
and Saturday at the W&L Pavilion.

They are currently in need of 
foster homes to help save even more 
cats. Prospective foster homes go 
through a screening process and, 
once approved, provide temporary, 
loving homes while Cats Unlimited 
covers all medical and food expenses 
until the cats are adopted.

-   -   -
Rockbridge Animal Alliance is 

an all-volunteer, 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
founded in 2014. The group says that 
its goal is “to work with the public 
and other animal-related organiza-
tions to improve the lives of Rock-
bridge area pets and homeless dogs 
and cats” through local outreach, hu-
mane education, and community as-
sistance programs. RAA is set up as 
a membership organization with $25 
individual dues ($30 for a family).

Gidget’s Promise K9 Rescue, 
founded in 2015, is a foster-based 
rescue and 501(c)(3) nonprofit that 
works to save shelter dogs and adopt 
them into loving homes. The organi-
zation is in need of homes to foster 
dogs temporarily until they can be 
adopted out. They too have a screen-
ing process for prospective homes 
and provide all medical care and 
food until the dogs are adopted.

All three groups also welcome 
donations of time and tax-deductible 
funds. 

For more information about Cats 
Unlimited, call (540) 458-2287 or 
visit its website, www.catsunlim-
ited.org; to find out more about 
Rockbridge Animal Alliance, call 
(540) 319-9945 or visit www.rock-
bridgeanimalalliance.org; and in-
formation about Gidget’s Promise 
K9 Rescue can be found at www.
gidgetspromisek9rescue.com or 
leave a voicemail at (703) 402-5042.

Animal Welfare Groups Join Forces

Klaxton Brown Next 
To Play  Friday’s Alive 

The Lexington-Rockbridge Jaycees and Cornerstone Bank 
welcome back Klaxton Brown Friday, July 15, at Davidson 
Park as part of the Friday’s Alive summer concert series.

The Richmond-based band combines the old with the new, 
and performs just about every genre of music, including jazz, 
R&B, funk, gospel, pop, country and big band.

The seven-piece band is led by Robert “Bo” Bohannon 
(alter ego Klaxton Brown) and at each show, they pay tribute 
to some of the greats that inspired them like James Brown and 
Michael Jackson.

Gates open at 5:30 p.m. with the band playing from 6 to 9 
p.m. No outside food, drink or pets are permitted. Thanks to the 
sponsors, the summer concert series is free of charge.

All proceeds benefit the Blue Ridge Autism and Achieve-
ment Center and the Rockbridge SPCA. Visit klaxtonbrown.
com or lexingtonjaycees.org for more information.

ABOVE, volunteers with three local rescue nonprofits -- Cats Unlimited, Rockbridge Animal Alliance and Gidget’s 
Promise K9 Rescue – jointly promoted their programs at an informational and adoption-promotion event at Her-
man’s Produce this May. AT RIGHT, Lily, a Walker hound mix rescued by Gidget‘s Promise K9 Rescue and 
now seeking a permanent home, shows keen interest in RAA cofounder Kelly Balthaser’s barbecue lunch from 
Foothill Momma’s. All three nonprofits are planning fundraisers this month. Cats Unlimited will hold its annual 
“Catapalooza” yard sale at the W&L pavilion this Friday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
RAA and Gidget’s Promise will hold a yard sale fundraiser on Saturday, July 30, at Creekside Market in Fairfield, 
where Lily will make another appearance if not adopted before then.
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